SUCCESSFUL CONFERENCES FOR
PARENTS and TEACHERS

By Dr. Randall A Schroeder

Teachers sincerely appreciate parents who are concerned about the educational welfare of their children. Communication between parents and teachers definitely enhances the learning process.  Listed below are just a few thoughts regarding preparation for the conference as well as questions to ask while visiting with the teacher.

Before The Conference

1. Before the conference ask your child how things are going at school.  What are

some of the things they like and dislike about school?

2. If your child is having problems do not assume that the teacher is aware of the 
situation.  Also, do not take it as a sign of neglect if the teacher is hearing about a problem for the first time.  For example, problems with classmates tend to arise during unstructured time, like at recess.

      3.  Beforehand, write down all of your questions in order to remind yourself of key                                                                                                                                       
         points that you want to cover.
At The Conference
1. Arrive on time.  Teachers have busy schedules.  Teachers are happy to meet 

with parents and deeply appreciate your punctuality.

2. Approach the teacher as a professional.  Remember that a conference is a time 

to talk and listen.  Begin your conference with an EXPRESSION OF THANKS and GRATITUDE.  Teachers work hard and they will appreciate your sincere compliments.
      3.  Ask questions about your child’s performance regarding: 1) class work, 

           2) homework, 3) use of time and 4) friendships.

 4.  Ask if your child is working up to his/her potential?  Is he/she performing at, 

above or below his/her grade level?

5. How are his/her work habits, attitude and sense of self-discipline?

6. Does my child participate in class?

7. Ask about your child’s respect of others and behavior in the classroom.

8. How would you, the teacher, assess my child’s self-confidence?

9. What role do you expect parents to play in homework?

10. Be sure to ask what could be done at home to reinforce what the teacher is doing with a question like: “What can I do to carry the learning process over into the home?”

11.  How will you keep me informed about my child’s progress over the course of                                                                 the next quarter – especially if there are problem areas? 

12. Does my child make friends easily?  Asking about your child’s school friends might give you some insight into the level of peer influence upon your child.

13. At the first parent-teacher conference, ask about the grading system and an explanation of some of the written comments on your child’s work?

Remember, there are no perfect children, no perfect parents and no perfect teachers.  However, through healthy parent-teacher conferences a cooperative spirit can be developed which leads to a positive and nurturing experience for children.
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