Solar System Science Project

For the next couple of weeks we will be working on the Solar System for Science.  In order to enhance the chapter we will be working on a class project that will be displayed on Special Person’s Day.  The kids will be placed into groups of four and will have several aspects to the project.  We will use some time in class to complete this project but there may need to be some time given out of school as well.  Each child is expected to give an equal amount of time and effort to this project as the group will be graded as a whole.

The following parts will be required for the project:

1. Build a scale model of our solar system.  This can be done using whatever materials you would like.  Styrofoam, clay, Lego’s, etc.

2. Using a poster board the group will need to include the following: 

· Explain the forces at work when the planets orbit the sun. What keeps them in place? Are they moving further away? 

· Study pictures from telescopes. Show the different planets in the pictures and their moons. 

· What are the features of the planets? Could they support some kind of life? Why or why not?

· Size, distance from planet, moons, rings, or other aspects that are a part of the planet. 

